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Visitors explore displays of rocks, fossils and minerals at a past Payson Rimstones Rock Club Gem and Mineral Show. Thi
year’s event runs Sept. 19-21 at the Mazatzal Hotel & Casino.
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It's time to rock out again.



From Sept. 19-21, the Payson Rimstones Rock Club will host its 27th annual Gem and Mineral
Show at the Mazatzal Hotel & Casino Event Center. Each year, the event attracts more than 1,300

attendees, including about 200 youth, from across Arizona.

“We have 24 vendors from the Southwest U.S., including two new ones,” said Becky Bagshaw, the

club’s longtime show chair. “Ours is a popular venue; we have a waiting list of over 30.”

For those more interested in fun and education, the show features a spinning wheel, a treasure hunt
and an area for kids’ crafts. All youth activities are free. About 70 volunteers help stage the event,

with preparation beginning in January.

Popular activities include the fluorescent-rocks display and gold panning, where attendees can test
their skills. Jade carver Nathan Schloten will demonstrate his craft daily, and participants can bring

an unknown rock or fossil for identification by Dr. Carol Jones.

Show hours are 1 to 6 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday.
Admission is $5 for adults ($3 Friday), and free for children under 13. Saturday admissions are valid
all weekend. Proceeds benefit scholarships for students pursuing STEM fields — science,

technology, engineering and math — as well as other educational programs.

“We always have a great assortment of items for end-of-show raffles,” said club president Rollo
Pool. “This year, we offer a 10-inch polished ammonite shell (fossil), a malachite box, a selenite
tower, an amethyst wand, plus rose quartz, rainbow fluorite, labradorite, onyx, a citrine tree and

more.”

The show features a wide array of rocks, minerals, fossils, crystals and jewelry. Vendors offer multi-
colored agates, Australian opals, petrified woods, geodes, peridot, slabs, spheres, spires and other

artistic creations. Most vendors are from Arizona.

“Returning after a four-year hiatus is Ernie Washee from Blanding, Utah. He handcrafts beautiful
Navajo jewelry and has plants in sandstone planters,” Bagshaw said. “New to the show is Bone 2
Stone from Scottsdale. It has been one of our April show vendors for the last two years and offers

everything from fossils to copper splash.”

In 2024, admission receipts and raffle proceeds allowed the nonprofit to boost its scholarship fund to
$7,000 — the highest in club history. The group also donates books to the Payson and Pine libraries

and supports educational programs in schools.



Last year, the club began offering lapidary classes, including cabochon making, wire wrapping and
beginning rock cutting and polishing. Instructor Barbara Harrison will showcase student work and

equipment during the show.

Pool said the Payson club is one of about two dozen rock clubs in Arizona, and one of the few with
year-round activities. In the past year, the group held more than 30 field trips to museums, ranches,
active and closed mines, mining claims and federal lands. Some collection sites are not listed in

rockhound guidebooks.

At the show, the club will also provide information on field trips, memberships, classes and

educational programs, and will display collected rocks and their transformations.

“I doubt there is a faster-growing rock club in the country,” Pool said. “In two years, our membership
has nearly tripled, including 70 new members who joined at the 2024 show. Our roster of 340
members includes 10 geologists, two paleontologists and several earth scientists. Members’ ages

range from 9 to 90.”

The club also hosts monthly public meetings with speakers, raffles, rock sales and giveaways.

Meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month at 3:30 p.m. at the Payson Public Library.

“Many of our newest members are new to the area and to rockhounding,” Pool added. “It offers a

great opportunity to make friends, to learn, and to get a little exercise, too.”
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Annual Gem Show sees more young rock enthusiasts
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One of the vendors at the 2025 Gem and Mineral Show.
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The Payson Gem and Mineral Show at the Mazatzal Casino ran from September 19-21 and drew a
larger group of kids than last year. The ever-popular children’s corner was buzzing with little ones

who came in with their parents. While the grown-ups browsed the vendor booths, the kids enjoyed



an exciting treasure hunt organized by show volunteers.

Buckets of gems were placed throughout the showroom, and kids collected them in egg cartons
labeled with the rocks’ names. Once they found all 12, they headed back to the children’s corner to
redeem their prize, more gems! The corner also featured several booths with rock-themed games.
The spinning wheel was a big hit, often with a line of eager participants, while the guessing game
gave kids a fun way to learn about different gems. Arts and crafts and a sand dig added even more

excitement.

Vendors also got the kids involved with prizes for guessing color changes under UV light on certain
rocks. Of course, the showroom had plenty to offer the “big kids” too: hand-painted rocks, authentic
Native jewelry, carved wooden mushrooms, gem lamps, sculptures, and some truly breathtaking

specimens that had to be seen in person to be appreciated.

One vendor drew cheering crowds by cracking massive geodes with a giant pipe cutter. In total, 23
vendors participated, most from the Southwest including Texas, New Mexico, and Utah, with some

having 20-plus years of experience.

“These guys are like the rodeo. Next week they’ll be in Cottonwood, then Sedona. There are 20 rock
shows every year,” said Rollo Pool, president of the Rimstone Rock Club. He noted that the show
welcomed 30 new club members that weekend, bringing their total to about 350. Membership

doesn’t require any expertise, just a $15 annual fee.

The tools for rockhounding are also affordable and easy to find. The club regularly organizes outings
to mining claims and even trips to reservations, such as San Carlos Apache, where they mined
peridot with permission. Local excursions include Mt. Ord and Shoofly, which also offer plenty of

treasures.

At their table, the club displayed samples collected over the last few years. Members also offer free
classes in rock tumbling, cutting, ethical harvesting, cabochon making, and more. “Most of the
people in our club are not geologists. We have ten geologists and one paleontologist, but the rest

are just learning,” Pool said.

This year, 98 Rimstone Rock Club members volunteered to help make the show a success. With

raffles, rock hunts, and great deals, the 2025 Gem Show truly had something for everyone.

For more information about the Rimstone Rock Club, visit rimstonesrockclub.org.
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It was a full house of vendors at the 2025 Gem and Mineral Show.
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Heaps of treasure.

Buried wonders.

Vast catastrophe.

Oh yeah — and Darth Vader in black onyx.



The Gem and Mineral Show sponsored by the Rimstones Rock Club had it all — not to mention

hundreds of eager visitors.

The show ran from Sept. 19-21 at the Mazatzal Hotel and Casino. It represents both a major
fundraiser for the club and a gift to the community, with the most astonishing array of exhibits,
educational activities and natural wonders — all gleaming and glittering in the casino’s huge exhibit

space.

The club also uses the event for recruitment, hoping rock-lovers will join the club, which meets the
second Wednesday of every month at 3:30 p.m. in the Payson Public Library. Club members also

provided the volunteer muscle to put on the show, which attracted exhibitors from all over the world.

The show included an educational room where kids could sort through buckets of buried treasure in
the shape of crystals and fossils, gawk at the glow-in-the-dark fluorescent minerals and sign up for a

treasure hunt.

The show is also a quirky, extravagant, eye-opening celebration of all things mineral — offering a

keyhole view of the remarkable history of a 4.5 -billion-year-old planet.

| wandered through the exhibit hall in a daze. The tables gleamed with clues to the remarkable
construction of the world — and therefore our own muddled selves. We can both comprehend the
mind-blowing formation of amethyst and then turn it into a mouse-sized dragon on sale for the low-

low, end-of-show special price of $65.

Some tables gleamed with the magically dark purple amethyst crystals. The crystals owe their color
to the effect of natural radiation in the buried volcanic rocks in which they form. The amethyst crystal

structure is a tetrahedron, which amounts to a triangular pyramid.

The ancient Greeks believed the gem could prevent drunkenness, medieval European soldiers wore
amethyst amulets to keep cool headed in battle and hasten healing, and Tibetans used the gem for
Buddhist prayer beads. It was among the most valuable of gemstones, until miners discovered huge

deposits in Brazil. It's now considered merely semi-precious.

The gem takes millions of years to form. Start with volcanic rocks deep beneath the surface with
cavities caused by gas bubbles as the lava cooled. Ever so slowly, silica-rich liquid seeps into these
cavities, forming quartz crystals. Natural gamma radiation from the surrounding rock, gradually

alters the iron in the crystals — turning them purple.



Silicon and oxygen are the two most common elements in the earth’s crust. But please note — you
have to forge them in the heart of a star — like all elements more complex than hydrogen and helium.
Then you have to wait for that star to turn supernova, scattering those forged heavy elements into

the universe. Eventually, that silica may end up in a planet in a geode buried in Brazil.

So amethyst is the end result of an almost unimaginable series of events.

But that’s just one of the wonders heaped up on the exhibitors’ tables.

Consider the boggling display of ammonite fossils.

Some 400 million years ago, these distant relatives of the squid all but ruled the earth — judging from

the sheer number of fossils recovered.

The ammonoids had a magnificent run — spawning a bewilderment of at least 10,000 species in the
world’s oceans. But then the asteroid that did in the dinosaurs struck about 66 million years ago. The
planet-girdling dust cloud likely caused a collapse of plankton food chains in the ocean — dooming

the last ammonoids.

More than 2,000 years ago, Pliny the Elder dubbed them ammonis-cornua or the “Horns of Ammon,”

after the Egyptian god known for sporting rams horns.

So the tale of the ammonoids harbors high drama and deep time.

But here at the Payson Gem and Mineral show, whole tables are covered in ammonoid fossils. Many

have been cut in half and polished, revealing the crystals in their spiraled structure.

The spiral itself is remarkable. The curved pattern is a perfect illustration of the Fibonacci sequence
known as the “golden spiral.” The mathematical description of that perfect spiral is one of the
seemingly magical numbers in mathematics — first described in 200 BC in India. Modern
mathematicians have found echoes of the organic symmetry of the Fibonacci sequence in the

arrangement of leaves on a stem, the flowering of an artichoke and the structure of pine cones.

You can buy one of these miraculous treasures for $40 at the Payson Gem and Mineral show. But |
yearned for a salad plate sized, polished ammonoid so crystalized you could see the glow of a bright
light shining through the backside. It was only $180. Cheap, for such a talisman of extinction and
rebirth.



But | was already over budget. So | stood a long while holding this enigmatic portent of doom, its

shape somehow containing the mystery of creation.

| had already bought a 20-million-year-old tooth of a megalodon, which was an 80-foot-long shark

that fed on small whales.

And then | bought my geologist daughter a hunk of sphalerite she craved. Crystal (yes, that’s really
her name) recently kept me alive with CPR for 15 minutes until the paramedics arrived. Sphalerite is
composed of sulphur, zinc and other elements. Sphalerite generates an electrical current if you put
pressure on it. It can form at deep-sea hydrothermal vents, where many scientists believe life on our

planet got its start.

I’d be dead at this moment but for Crystal’'s CPR class. So how could | resist her unaccountable

yearning to possess this sphalerite?

Sighing, | put the ammonite back carefully on the display holder.

Maybe next year.

Maybe by then I'll be rich.

Stranger things have happened.

Just ask the ammonoids.
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