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SEPT 2026 
Birthstone for this Month is Sapphire 

 

  

 

CLUB MEETS THIS WEEK - Wed Sept 2 

 
Inside 

CLASSES - Wire Wrapping, Cabochon Making 
SEPT CLUB MEETING PREVIEW 

FIELD TRIPS 

SEPTEMBER SHOW (Sept 18-20) 
 

Did you know that we have more pics on our Website and Facebook pages. Links 

below. 

  
 

   

September Playbook 
by Rollo Pool, President 

All Hands On Deck....OUR 3-DAY GEM-AND-MINERAL SHOW is 3 weeks 

away. For those that just landed back on Earth, the dates are Sept 18-20 (Fri-Sun) at the 
Mazatzal Casino. We use proceeds for science scholarships. 
 
Have a couple of hours to donate during the show? Then, by all and every means, contact 
Chris Pool. Whether you can give time or not, come see your 
show. Members are free, kids under 13 yrs are free. Read elsewhere in the newsletter for 
more info. 
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THANKS: Thanks to the 70 members who already have volunteered to work our show. 
(Still have more than 35 spots to fill.) 
 
BOARD ELECTIONS: 
We are seeking candidates for President. The current office holder for Prez has "termed 
out" say our Bylaws. Our current treasurer Philip will run again. Come to the club 
meeting on November 4 and vote for Prez and Treasurer.. If you have questions about the 
duties of the president (including what I should do), reach out to me 
 
  

  

Visit our Website  
 

 

  

  

Wed Sept 2 - Club Meeting - 3:30p 
  

Where: Payson Public Library, Rumsey Field, 328 N McLane Rd 

When: 3:30p 
 

Presentation: All and Everything about the Sept Gem & Mineral Show. 2026 
show chairs Philip Turner and Tamara Jones and volunteer coordinator Chris Pool 
will give updates and information about the Sept 18-20 event. At the show, 
members can bid on Silent Auction items and test their luck to get one of our 15 
raffle prizes. We also will have 2 Special raffle items. The last two years these 
Special items included a 50# dinosaur footprint and a 25# banded calcite. The 
latter was won by a club member. 
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Sign-up sheets for the show will be available at this meeting. 
 

What else you will find at our meetings: Raffle, rock give-aways, silent auction, 
door prizes. We also have a special raffle item - a 25lb rock tumbler (list price, $820) 
donated by Eric Randau. Plus show-n-tell, information about field trips and classes. 
 
Check out our improved selection of items on the monthly Silent Auction table. Way to 
go Joe and Kat. Our merchandise guy, Dave Deweese, usually has a table selling club T-
shirts, caps, totes and other merch. We have a new order of shirts, totes and hats arriving 
before our Show. 
 

Snacks are brought by members whose last names begin, this month,with N-R but if 

that isn't you, don't let that stop you from adding to the yummies.  

  
   

 

  
CLASSES 

  

WIRE WRAPPING - Our next class is 
Sat Sept 5 from 11a-1p in the Payson 
Public Library. There is a small fee for 
supplies. To enroll, contact our new 
instructor Jodi Brewster 
Shown above are items from the Aug 

class. 
 
CABOCHON CLASS/EQUIPMENT 

USE: These popular classes, taught by 
Barbara Harrison, will resume in 
October. For those that have completed 
her Beginning 1-2 classes, you can text 
her to arrange use of her equipment at her 
home. 
 
No cutting classes are scheduled in Sept. 
If you need to cut a rock or want a quick 

 

  
ANNUAL SHOW VOLUNTEER  
OPPORTUNITIES 

  

Volunteer Coordinator Chris Pool has 
more than 70 volunteers signed up for 
duty Sept 18-20. She says Friday is pretty 
full but plenty of spots on Sat and Sun - 
especially in the kids' areas (crafts, 
treasure hunt). We have sitting jobs, 
standing jobs, walking jobs.  
 
Sign-up sheets for the show will be at 
the Sept Club Meeting 
 

Volunteer Areas 
Set Up / Take Down 

Security  
Ticket Sales  

Silent Auction  
Club Table  

Greeter 
Education/Kids  
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tour of cutting and polishing equipment, 
contact Rollo. 
  

  

(Arts-Crafts, Spinning  
Wheel, Fluorescent Booth,  

Treasure Hunt) 
 
Volunteer contact: Chris Pool 

  
  

 

 

  
AUG CLUB MEETING 

  

Drake Hankins, president of the Gold 
Prospectors Club (White Mountain) 
talked about mining claims on lands 
owned by the USFS or BLM. He 
discussed staking them, paying fees 
and doing annual maintenance. The 
Prospectors Club now has more than 
half a dozen gold claims in Rye.  
 

Photo shows Drake, right, and 

prospectors club v-p Dustin Hults as 

they prepare for the Payson club 

presentation. Also pictured is our 

greeter Patti McClanahan - usually 

the first face you see when you come 

to club meetings.  

FAREWELL TO A GREAT FRIEND 
AND ROCK HOUND 
 
A Sad Rimstones Note: Former board 
member (and veteran) Tom McGarry 
passed away in August in Payson. 
Heartfelt condolences go to his wife 
Bonny. 
 
Both Tom and Bonny have been great 
volunteers for our club; When we needed 
an extra couple of hands, Tom always 
showed. Bonny still serves as one of our 
monthly meeting hostesses. 
 
The new Payson library display case was 
Tom's project. He donated the case and 
filled the first case. Board member Joe 
Mercer took over the task of finding new 
exhibits that usually come from members 
or club collections. 
 
The photo was taken at the 2025 

Christmas Party - where he shows a pair 

of gloves he grabbed from the White 

Elephant gift exchange. 
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AUG MEETING NOTES  
 

  
  

  

 

  
FIELD TRIPS 
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One Field Trip in August and More Coming  
Rollo Pool, trip lead 
 
 
Our Aug field trip to the Pinedale/Heber area 
for petrified wood and agates was postponed 
due to weather. It would have been a muddy, 
slippery trip. 
 
On Wed Aug 19, about a dozen Rimstoners 
traveled on a warm morning to Roberts Mesa 
(15 min East of Payson) for fossils (jasper 
filled burrows and also crinoids and corals) 
plus banded and layered agates. Folks on this 
trip also went to my secret location for agates. 
I had to blindfold them and take away their 
phones so they couldn't "pin" the spot. We had 
three new members on the trip - Nina and 
Lauren & Mark. Photos include the group pic 

(some of them) and Heidi holding one of her prizes. Bigger agates from this trip 

are below. 
 
 
September - you can sign up for these 
Sun - Sept 15 (afternoon) - Fossils above the Rim (Strawberry). 2 collection areas 
- one is new for our club. High clearance. 
Sat - Sept 26 (am)- Heber or Pinedale - Petrified Wood. High clearance. 
 
We can shuttle folks who need high clearance or put them with folks who have 

high-clearance. You can drive to the meeting location. 
 
 
October - wait to sign up 
Stone World - Banded Arizona Onyx fabricator. We buy by the pound at this 
onyx fabricator that gets material from nearby quarries. We buy their "scraps" 
that can weigh up to a hundred pounds or more. The company helps us load. 
BTW, our poster child for the 2026 show poster came from Stone World. 
 
November - wait to sign up 
Agate Claims south of Camp Verde - New 
Chilito Mine (Chrysocolla, some azurite). Tough road. 
 
Because of my uncertain availability, I have to put off a trip to New Mexico in 
Sept. I hope to add to the schedule for the 2nd half of October. 
 
Sign up/questions are best by emailing Rollo Pool, your Field Trip Coordinator   
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BOARDS & COMMITTEES 

Who's Who  
 

 

OUR NEXT CLUB MEETINGS 
 

Sept 2, Oct 7, Nov 4 
 

  

Payson Rimstones Rock Club is a 501c3 nonprofit organization. 
 

FOLLOW US7 

 

  
 
 

 

Payson Rimstones Rock Club | PO Box 1641 | Payson, AZ 85547 US 

  
  
  

   
  

 



 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

58 regular club members, 2 guests = 60 TOTAL 

 

  

 MEETING NOTES FROM THE CLUB MEETING 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Welcome Guests and New Members 

 

(Vice) Presidents Remarks:  Rollo is still in Indiana caring for his mom and plans to be back on 

Aug 7th for 2 weeks.  If you are here today, you got the message about our new meeting day 

which is the 1st Wednesday of each month.   

 

Finance Report:  Finances are in good order.  Any member can request a copy of the current 

financial statements from any board member. 

 

Newsletter mailings are proving to be a popular format with 75-76% of those on our email list 

opening it. 

 

2026 Rock Shows:  Aug 8th, the Annual Fine Mineral (Gem and Fossil) Show is in Gilbert.  It is free 

to attend at the Severson Center.  Aug 14th – 15th a Gem and Mineral Show will be in Alpine, AZ 

at the Community Center. 

 

Silent Auction/Raffle: In the back of the room is the Silent Auction table and Payson Rimstone 

Rock Club merch (shirts, hats, pins).  Also there is a raffle for a 25# Commercial Tumbler.  

Tickets are $10 each with a total of 150 tickets to be sold.  Once the 150th ticket is sold the 

drawing will be held.  This money supports our educational efforts.  Magazines are also 

available in the back for a small educational donation. 

 

MON T HL Y  CL U B  MEET I N G  

Date:  August 5, 2026  

Time:   3:30 PM – 5:30 PM 

Meeting called to order by:  Larry Pluhar, Vice President  



Thank you:  Tom McGarry for the donated lapidary equipment and tile saw.  Also a big thank 

you to Phil, Tam, and Joe for organizing the storage lockers.  It is a huge ongoing effort. 

 

Reminder:  There is no speaker at the September 2nd meeting.  We will be busy with show 

details and getting volunteers lined up. 

 

Payson Rimstones Rock Club Gem & Mineral Show:  September 18th – 20th at Mazatzal Casino.  

Tam Jones (Show Co-Chair) updated us on the progress:  The vendor contracts are signed.  

The fees were raised about 15% (except in the “bar” area).  No new vendors at this show.  

There is a long wait list.  There is a need for 6’ tables, volunteers, and a trailer to bring the tables 

the morning of the show.  VOLUNTEER SIGN UP SHEETS – in the back of the room.  Please pick 

your volunteer activity and time and sign up.  Chris  Pool, Volunteer Coordinator, will be 

following up to fill any gaps in volunteer coverage. 

 

FUTURE SPEAKERS: 

Sept 2nd– Final planning for the big Show Oct 7th – No regular club meeting at the 

library, this is the annual Home Tour of some of the local club members. 

 

CLASSES:   

The next wire-wrapping class is Sat Aug 22nd and Jodi Brewster will be leading that class.  She 

was not present to give an update on that class. 

 

The next Cabochon Class will begin in October with Barbara Harrison…she likes to see a lot of 

people.  Details will be forthcoming. 

 

Rock Cutting and Polishing introduction class – please contact Rollo to arrange a time. 

 

 

FIELD TRIPS (PAST AND UPCOMING): 

Past – One trip in July to a spur road off of the Young Road for Zebra chert, agates and many 

types of marine fossils.  Those who went said it was a very successful trip. 

 

Upcoming – The club trip to Heber on Aug 8th has been postponed.  A trip on Wed Aug 19th to 

Roberts Mesa (east of Payson) is still on.  We will look for banded agates and marine fossils. 

 

SHOW AND TELL: 

Jane Brown bought a nice slab and has plans to make it into a table.  She promised us a peek 

at the finished product at the Sept 2nd meeting.  Lori Dobos brought in a large and beautiful 

Zebra chert find from the Young Road trip.  Steve Sundra brought in a book about Ghost 

Towns in AZ and thought it might provide some leads on good places to rock hound.  He will 

give the book to Rollo.  Bobby Pierce brought in a huge cut geode he found in the Payson 

area.   

 

TODAY’S SPEAKER: 

Drake Hankins, President of the Gold Prospector Chapter of the White Mountains, came and 

brought Dustin Hults to talk about staking mineral claims in Arizona.  In staking claims, the #1 

concern is figuring out who owns the land:  BLM, county, National Forest, tribal, military, or 

private property.  Generally, if you own property you only own what is on the surface and not 

the mineral rights (what is below the surface).  You can file a claim for anything that has value 

– so even agates, sandstones, or petrified wood can have claims staked.  Filing a claim gives 

you the right to extract the mineral/ore from the property.  There are several different types of 



claims to be filed depending on the make up of the claim. For example, hard rock veins would 

need a Lode Claim filed while Placer Claims apply to minerals in loose material.    

 

You need to do a lot of research, stake it, file with the county recorders office, mark the 

boundaries, etc, etc, etc.  It currently costs $274 just to initially file the claim and then there is 

an annual maintenance fee of $200 per lode/site, Placer claims have different fee structures, 

and there is work you can do on your claim each year to help lower the fees.   

 

Once the BLM claim is granted you may need to file with the USFS a “Notice of Intent” to dig.  

So be careful of all the agency permissions needed before you start digging as jurisdictions 

can ‘stack’ on each other.   

 

There is no collecting on State Land in Arizona.    

 

There are plenty of pitfalls for the unwary….so be sure you have filed with all the appropriate 

agencies and maintain annual filing renewals and paid the fees due. 

 

(My take – if you want to dig for gold, or stake a claim, join the Gold Prospectors Chapter of 

the White Mountains, and learn from the people who already have 8 staked claims in AZ.) 

 

Thank you, Drake and Dustin! 

 

 

 

SILENT AUCTION AND 50/50 RAFFLE – ongoing through out the meeting.  The 50/50 raffle winner 

calls finished out the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Diana Wright, Secretary 




