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October 2026

Birthstone for this Month is Opal

CLUB MEETS SOON - Wed Oct 7

Inside this Edition
CLASSES - Wire Wrapping, Cabochon Making
OCT CLUB MEETING PREVIEW
FIELD TRIPS
SEPTEMBER SHOW RECAP

Did you know that we have more pics on our Website and Facebook pages. Links
below.

October Playbook
by Rollo Pool, President

OUR ANNUAL GEM-AND-MINERAL SHOW is over. Take a deep breath. Exhale.
Whew. I have nothing but superlatives to say for the volunteers, vendors, attendees, and
leaders, including show co-chairs Tamara Jones and Philip Turner and volunteer cat-
herder Chris Pool. We surpassed all of the 2025 metrics, some by considerable amounts:
attendance, revenue and number of volunteers. We also gained about 65 new members
(still counting).




Most importantly, this revenue can allow the board to expand the STEM Scholarship
Program next year. Also important to note is that Phil, Tam and Chris all plan to return in
2027 to lead our Show.

A MEMORIAL SERVICE for member Tom McGarry is from 11a-2p on Oct 13 at
Messinger Funeral Home, 901 S Westerly Rd, Payson. Tom was a board member, always
a helper, a jewelry maker - and an all-around great guy.

THANKS: A Standing Ovation to the 100+ members who volunteered to work our show
and did the set-up and take-down - including the gang from the Prospectors' Club who
met at our locker to help us unload. Thanks to Mike and Luze Songeroth, vendors and
members, for their opal donation to the club.

Upcoming Shows
> Sat Oct 3 - Mining Days - Miami. Demonstrations, competitions and food at
this First Annual event. At the Bullion Plaza, Veterans Park and other locations.
> Oct 3-4 Sedona Rock, Gem and Jewelry Show - High school
> Oct 9-11 - Helzarockin' Gem and Mineral Show, Equestrian Center, Buckeye

BOARD ELECTIONS:
Elections are in November for two board officers: President and Treasurer. We have a
candidate to count the beans but are still looking for someone to pound the gavel.

Wed Oct 7 - Club Meeting Preview - Mega Show-N-Tell

Where: Payson Public Library, Rumsey Field, 328 N McLane Rd
When: 3:30p

SHOW UPDATE: Philip and Tamara will give their highlights and insights of the
2026 show and provide some dollars and sense.

Presentation: This is our annual MEGA-Show-N-Tell. There is no presenter but
many speakers - like YOU. Members can bring in 1-2 items (rocks, gems, fossils,
rock art, lapidary) to share with club members. This might be a rock you have
collected but need help identifying or some gorgeous specimen out of your vault.
This meeting is always a big hit.

What else you will find at our meetings: Raffle, rock give-aways, silent auction,
door prizes. We also have a special raffle item - a 251b rock tumbler (list price, $820 at
Highland Park) donated by Eric Randau. Plus, you will hear information about field trips
and classes, announcements, and events of interest to members.

Check out our monthly selection of items on the Silent Auction table. Our merchandise
guru, Dave Deweese, usually has a table selling club T-shirts, caps, totes and other merch.




Snacks are brought by members whose last names begin, this month with S-Z. If that
isn't you, don't let that stop you from adding to the yummies.

Annual Show Highlights

We needed about 105 volunteers this year. Some
came for one 2-hr shift and some came every day
for multiple shifts. We thank you all. The
volunteers who handled the Education/Crafts
room were super - hosting over 200 kids.

Great venue, said many. A big thanks also goes
to Jo and her staff at the Mazatzal Hotel and
Casino.

Compared to 2025

Attendance 1782, (all-time high)
Attendance +16%

Revenue +24%

Expenses -10%

Admission receipts +19%

Silent Auction +44%

Raffles +25%

ANNUAL SHOW RAFFLES

We had 17 Raffle items this year - 15 in
the display case and two Special Raffle
Items. All but 3 or the 17 were donated.

CLASSES




CABOCHON CLASS: Sat Oct 10 (10a-
3p), Payson, at the home of Barbara
Harrison. For more info or to enroll,
contact Barb by text.

Small fee for supplies. Photo shows a club
member working a flat lap.

WIRE WRAPPING - Our next class is
Fri Oct 30 (11:45a-1:45p) in the Payson
Public Library. There is a small fee for
supplies. To enroll, contact our new
instructor Jodi Brewster.

Biggest Single Item Sales-Raffles (and
Donor):

1) Ruby Fuschite, $610 (Carol Smith)

2) Amethyst Wand, Crystals, $335
(Pools)

3) Malachite Mass, $277 (Pools)

4) Brazilian Geode Crystals, $262 (Jones-
Turner)

Club member Holly Hiner won the
Brazilian Geode.

Want to donate for next year, contact
Rollo or Philip. Most of the purchased
items cost $30-45 and return 7-10x that
amount in raffle ticket sales. We will buy
for you. Or maybe you have a nice piece
that you are ready to let go and to share
with others.

FIELD TRIPS

o~ #pinedale
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Two trips in September were

Successful;

Two are scheduled for October and

Two for November - More for December
by Rollo Pool, trip lead

On Sun Sept 13, more than a dozen of us
visited the Rim above Strawberry - along the
Camp Verde Hwy. This is a known fossil site
but has not been part of our regular trip
schedule for, at least, five years. The trip was shortened because of incoming
weather. We found a variety of marine fossils, including some decent-sized
plates.

On Sat 26, twenty Rimstones members traveled to Pinedale (home of the only
Covered Bridge in Arizona) to visit a Petrified wood location and, later, a site for
fossils with our member-paleontologist Doug Wolfe, who took us to one of his
research locations - where we found oysters (no-way), ammonites (no way, no
how) and other marine fossils. (Photo with article is the ammonite we found here.) Doug
also schooled us in the area's stratigraphy. The petrified-wood location, just south
of Pinedale, was easy pickings. Also landing in our buckets were red and black
jasper, quartzes, sandstones, and some nicely banded quartzite pieces.

UPCOMING TRIPS
October - November. You can sign up for any of these trips, ask questions or ask
for some pics. Please use my email address.

October - Okay to Sign Up
Sat Oct 10 - Holbrook, Dobell Ranch, rainbow petrified wood rough (the
good stuff), from tumbler size to bigger than you can carry. Rocks are
placed in many piles on a large lot. Fee is $50-60 per 5-gallon bucket.
Cars ok. Drive time from Payson to meeting location = 1 hr, 45 min; from
Phoenix = 3+ hrs.

Sat - Oct 24 - Ash Fork - Stone World, Arizona banded onyx (50
cents/pound), sizes small to large. Last year, I wasn't going to buy much
and came home with 250 pounds. This is a fabricator that receives
material from nearby quarries and cuts for countertops, tables, etc.
Workers weigh and will help load. There is a $20/pp fee to pay for the
crews to come in on their day off. Cars ok.

Drive time to meet location is 2.5 hrs, from Payson or Phoenix. On the
way home, we can visit the Dino Poo museum in Williams or go for an

easy pick for Obsidian near Parks, AZ - with me.

November - Okay to Sign Up




Sat Nov 7 - Agate Claims, Bloody Basin, South of Camp Verde - First
time for our Rimstones. The claim owner spoke to our club this year and
showed us amazing, colorful samples from this claim. I have not visited
this site, but it appears to require folks to have a moderate level of
mobility, as there is likely to be some digging and hiking. (I will get more
info on this one.) High clearance vehicles. Expect a 1.5-2hr drive to
meeting location (from Phoenix or Payson). Small fee to claim owner.

Sat Nov 21 - Chilito Mine (Chrysocolla, some with azurite). Tough road
needs high clearance. Private property, no fee. This is a moderately
difficult trip with big rewards. Not recommended for our folks with
mobility challenges. Not sure what that means? Ask. Meeting location is
near Hayden, AZ - 2hrs South of Payson, 90 min east of the Sky Harbor
Airport (PHX).

December - Wait to Sign Up

Rowley Mine, Gila Bend, Chrysocolla and copper derivatives. Some
wulfenite.
Cave Creek, Jasper, Onyx

We can shuttle folks who need high clearance or put them with folks who have
high-clearance. You can drive to the meeting location.

I am looking at one more trip in October and possibly November, so don't touch
that dial.

Sign up/ask questions are best by email.

Field Trips - Recent



New Members in September

We gained over 65 new members during the Show - many from out of town. Our
membership stands at 425 members.

Aldulaimi, Hani & Jessica - Chandler
Bony, Charlotte - Tempe
Bookwalter, Bunny - Payson
Borgatta, Reim Kim & Stephan - Tucson
Browning, Brenda - Payson
Callahan, Linda & Larry - Phoenix
Cress, Jason & Debbie - Star Valley
Duvall, Nicoletta & Rob - Payson
Fuller, Stormy & Conor - Payson
Gauthier, Kari - Payson
Halse, Heidi & Fischer, Shirley - Young
Herbert, Gini - Payson
Hoyt, Kyle - Payson
Jenkins, Patrick, Linda and Rand-Payson
Judd, Nathan, Mallory, Levi - Pine
Kelley, Deborah - Phoenix
Kelly, Mary Lynn - Phoenix
Leno, Amanda & Family - Gilbert
Liles, Haylee - Payson
Livesay, Lore - Pine
Lombardi, Anna - Payson
McMicheal, Mitchell - Payson
Musser, Richie - Payson
Niegoda, Boris and Mikele - Payson
O'Neill, Kerry Payson



Pethalsky, Beth - Payson
Ponds, Jason - Snowflake
Ponds, Jimmy & Jill - Snowflake
Procunier, Ken & Vicky - Camp Verde
Sachs, Melanie & Kast, Hunter, Sarah - Payson
Sasko, Riley & Jeremiah - Payson
Smith, Katherine & Yutzler, Lee - Casa Grande
Southworth, David, Kyla, Cillian, Ira - Payson
Tetlock, Pam & CR — Highland, CA
Thompson, Kevin - Payson
Thorne, Laurel & Jay - Strawberry
Uhl, Meghan - Payson
Volante, Neli - Mesa
Vruggiak, Justin - Scottsdale
Webb, Nicole & Family - Payson
Wilcox, Audrey - Payson
Williams, Corinne & Rick - Mesa
Williams, Janet - Payson
Zarra, Becky & Doug - Payson
Ziemann, Frances - Payson

Visit our Website

BOARDS & COMMITTEES OUR NEXT CLUB MEETINGS

: Nov 4 - Elections
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Rim Above Strawberry

Primary Goal - Fossils
Sept 13, 2026

Dan Caspary found some nice fossils to ponder.

— I' % digh

Lauren Machen shares her treasures.

Close-up of Lauren’s find.
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PINEDALE
Primary Goals - Petrified Wood, Fossils
Sept 26, 2026

Doug Wolfe, second from left, explains one of the
fossils found on this trip.

Oyster Fossil
Pinedale

New member Pam Tetlock is happy with her
Petrified wood.

New members Ken & Vicky Procunier, left, have their
discovery identified by paleontologist Doug Wolfe



