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Payson Rimstones Rock Club to hold 28th annual gem and
mineral show

by Alexis Bechman roundup editor
Sep 10, 2026

For the 28th time, the Payson Rimstones Rock Club will bring rockhounds, collectors, families and
vendors together for its annual Gem and Mineral Show Sept. 18-20 at the Mazatzal Hotel and
Casino.

The club’s 28th annual Gem and Mineral Show is set for Sept. 18-20 at the Mazatzal Hotel and Casino. The event will featu
dealers, demonstrations, children’s activities, raffles and a fluorescent rock display.
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The show will feature 23 dealers from Texas to Arizona, along with free demonstrations, children’s
activities, a fluorescent-rock display, raffles, a silent auction and other attractions. It takes 90 club
volunteers to staff the show, as well as for setup and takedown.

“We focus on making the show enjoyable and accessible to everyone,” said show co-chair Philip
Turner. “We have worked to make room for returning vendors while maintaining a layout that
provides a comfortable experience for both dealers and visitors.”

The show’s dealers will feature agates, Australian opals, petrified wood, geodes, peridot, rough
rocks and slabs, spheres, spires, fossils, crystals, minerals, jewelry, Native art and other artistic
creations.

The glow-in-the-dark rock display is always a popular attraction with both students and adults. Other
activities include a raffle, door prizes and special raffle items. For kids, there is a treasure hunt, a
spinning wheel and crafts. All youth activities are free.

“We have fun finding great specimens for end-of-show raffles,” said club President Rollo Pool. “This
year, we offer a 6” jasper sphere, a malachite mass, petrified wood from Dobell Ranch, amethyst
crystals, labradorite, honeycomb calcite, polished ammonite twins, a fossil tower, a huge Brazilian
geode, and more.”

Visitors can bring an unknown rock or fossil to be identified. Demonstrations throughout the show
include gold panning, jade carving and cabochon making for jewelry.

“This year, the club has increased its marketing and social-media outreach to communities within
roughly 100 miles of Payson,” said show co-chair Tamara Jones.

The goal is not only to promote the Gem and Mineral Show, but also to encourage visitors from
outside the area to turn their trip into a full-day or weekend experience. Promotional information
highlights general attractions such as the Mogollon Rim, rockhounding opportunities, local dining
and other things to do in the Payson area.

The Payson Rimstones Rock Club is a nonprofit organization, and proceeds from the show support
educational programs and scholarships for local students pursuing college degrees in STEM fields
— science, technology, engineering and mathematics.
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From 2025 admission receipts and raffle proceeds, the club delivered $7,000 in science
scholarships this year, its highest amount ever. The club also donates money for books to the
Payson and Pine libraries and provides educational programs through schools and libraries.

The Payson Rimstones Rock Club offers activities throughout the year. In the past year, the club
held more than 30 field trips, visiting private museums, ranches, active and closed mines, mining
claims and federal lands. The club works to make field trips accessible to all its members.

At the club’s table at the show, visitors can learn about upcoming field trips, memberships,
educational programs and lapidary classes for cabochon making, wire wrapping, and beginning rock
cutting and polishing.

Visitors can see examples of rocks and fossils collected by club members and touch a 200-million-
year-old dinosaur footprint and a 35-pound blue petrified wood slab, both from Arizona.

Monthly club meetings are open to the public and typically include guest speakers, raffles, rock
sales and giveaways. Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month at 3:30 p.m.,
normally at the Payson Public Library.

The club has 350 members, ranging in age from 10 to 90. Its membership includes geologists,
paleontologists and other earth scientists, as well as many people who are simply discovering an
interest in rocks and minerals.

Many of its newest members are new to the Payson area and new to rockhounding. For them, the
club offers an opportunity to make friends, learn about earth sciences and enjoy the outdoors.

“After 28 years of putting on the show, the Payson Rimstones Rock Club continues to value its
visitors, vendors and volunteers—and looks forward to another successful event,” Pool said.

Contact the editor at editor@payson.com
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